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Course Syllabus

						BASIC READING SKILL

I. Course title:  BASIC READING COMPREHENSION SKILLS
II. Course code: N/A
III. Course credits: 2
IV. Course prerequisites: N/A
V. Course overview: 
Reading is fundamental to academic success. This course aims to help first year students develop the reading skills needed to understand college reading materials. Students will learn to develop critical reading strategies through various methods of text analysis.

VI. Course contents

	Module
	Contents

	1
	Unit 1 - Language
Scanning & Inferring Meaning

	2
	Unit 2 - Local culture
Scanning, Inferring Meaning, Analyzing Meaning

	3
	Unit 3 - Food
Understanding attitude and opinion

	4
	Unit 4 - Film
Understanding attitude and opinion

	5
	Unit 5 - Fashion
Recognizing key words and main ideas

	6
	Unit 6 - Controversy!
Predicting, Scanning

	7
	Unit 7 - Skills for success
Activating vocabulary

	8
	Unit 8 - The paranormal
Recognizing key words and main ideas

	9
	Unit 9 - Body and spirit
Recognizing the purpose of the text

	10 
	Unit 10 - Nature 
Skimming, Understanding discourse features

	11
	Unit 11 - Technology
Understanding purpose, attitude and opinion

	12
	Unit 12 - 21st-century love 
Understanding purpose, attitude, and opinion
Understanding discourse features


VII. Course goals: 
Students will learn to:
1. Identify the structure of texts and recognize patterns of organization in reading materials;
2. Locate main ideas and understand implied main ideas in passages;
3. Identify minor and major supporting details and the organization of a reading passage;
4. Understand and be able to distinguish between facts and opinions;
5. Understand relationships that involve examples, comparison and/or contrast and cause and effect. 

VIII. Assessment scheme:
	Assessment Criteria
	Percent
	Note

	
Midterm
	30%
	

	
Final
	70%
	

	
	
	


Passing grade: 5/10
IX. Course policies on learning and assessment
1. The course will be conducted in different modes including lecturing, discussion, practice.
2. Attendance in all sessions is strongly recommended. Participants are required to give advance notice of their absence in case of illness or any other situations. However, they must attend at least 80% of the sessions in order to pass the course. 
3. Participants are expected to be well prepared and take an active role in class discussions and work collaboratively with their peers.
4. Failure of the assignment will be imposed as a penalty for cheating and plagiarism.
5. For late submitted work, 10% of the component grades will be deducted per day.
X. Readings:
1. Required readings

Effective Reading 4 – Upper Intermediate by Amanda French (2010).

XI. Course Schedule (20/08 – 26/09)

	WEEK 1
	20 Aug
	Course Introduction
Fundamental study strategies for college success
Unit 1: Language
Scanning & Inferring Meaning

	
	22 Aug
	Unit 2: Local culture
Scanning, Inferring Meaning, Analyzing Meaning

	WEEK 2

	27 Aug
	Unit 3: Food
Understanding attitude and opinion

	
	29 Aug
	Unit 4: Film
Understanding attitude and opinion

	WEEK 3

	3 Sep
	Unit 5: Fashion
Recognizing key words and main ideas 

	
	5 Sep
	Unit 6: Controversy!
Predicting, Scanning

	WEEK 4

	10 Sep
	Unit 7: Skills for success
Activating vocabulary

	
	12 Sep
	Unit 8: The paranormal
Recognizing key words and main ideas

	WEEK 5
	17 Sep
	MIDTERM EXAM
Homework: Unit 9: Body and spirit
Recognizing the purpose of the text

	
	19 Sep
	Homework correction
Unit 10: Nature 
Skimming, Understanding discourse features

	WEEK 6
	24 Sep
	Unit 11: Technology
Understanding purpose, attitude and opinion

	
	26 Sep
	Unit 12: 21st-century love 
Understanding purpose, attitude, and opinion
Understanding discourse features

	
	
	Final Exam  



* Note: The Schedule is subject to revision.
Revision date: August 2, 2019			Department of English
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