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UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES FACULTY OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

COURSE SYLLABUS

I. Course information
Course title: PARAGRAPH AND COMPOSITION 1
Course code: 
Course credits: 1
Course prerequisites: no course required
II. Course overview
The purpose of the course is to guide and assist students, step by step, in writing different forms of paragraph writing. Students will be helped to obtain fundamental knowledge of paragraph writing including structure, vocabulary and grammar. 

The course is divided into 3 chapters which respectively work with 3 typical kinds of paragraph (opinion paragraph, compare and contrast paragraph, and problem solution paragraph). Each chapter provides students with general information, practice, exercises and other activities to appropriately write an academic paragraph.

III. Course goals
After this course, students can be able to:

G1. Knowledge:

· Understanding the basic knowledge of writing a paragraph

· Identify different types of paragraph.

· Choose the suitable type of paragraph to write about a given topic
G2. Skills:

· Know how to arrange and combine different sentences into a paragraph.

· Construct many sentences which strongly support a topic sentence.

· Complete ideas and sentences logically and coherently with confidence.

·  Use grammar and various structures to write different types of academic paragraphs correctly

· Develop ideas effectively in the writing of the target language

· Build correct arguments in logic 
IV. Assessment scheme

Details of the assessment and grades are described as the table below:

1. Mid-term test: 30%

2. Final Examination: 70%. 

3. Rewarded points, based on the students’ active participation or excellent work in class, could be added to the mid-term test point as the combined grade for the midterm grade
	No.
	Component
	Task type
	Task score
	Component score
	Weightings

	1.
	Mid-term
	- Practice exercises (A1)
	2 pts
	10 pts
	30%

	
	
	- Assignment (A2)
	3 pts
	
	

	
	
	- Test (A3)
	5 pts
	
	

	2.
	Final
	- Written test (A4)
	10 pts
	10 pts
	70%


Passing grade: 5/10

V. Course policies
1. Attendance in all sessions is highly recommended. Students are required not to be absent from class more than 2 times.

2. Throughout the course, students must do all individual and group assignments and hand in them by the due date. Any late assignments will not be accepted. 

3. Completion of at least 80% of the assignments is the compulsory requirement for students to be entitled on Mid-term and Final Exam.

VI. Course materials

Main textbook: Oshima, A., & Hogue, A. (2017). Longman Academic Writing Series 3 (4th ed.). Hoboken, NJ: Pearson  

References:

1. Alice Savage and Masound Shaffei (2006). Effective Academic Writing 1. Oxford University Press.
2.   Oshima, A., & Hogue, A. (2006). Writing Academic English. NY: Pearson Education 

VII. Course contents
	Chapter
	Contents

	1
	Introduction to academic paragraph writing

	2
	Opinion paragraph 

	3
	Compare and contrast paragraph

	4
	Problem solution paragraph


Schedule of Lectures and Readings

	Sections
	Content
	Teaching and learning activities
	Assessment tasks

	1
	-course orientation 

-Introduction to paragraph writing and other matters related:

-Analyzing the Model

-Organization:

The Topic Sentence 

Supporting Sentences: Main Points

-Supporting Details: Examples

-The Concluding Sentence
	-lecture

-discussion

-practice exercises
	Practice exercises (A1)



	2
	Introduction to paragraph writing and other matters related. (Cont):

Sentence Structure 

-Analyzing the Model

-Adjectives and Adverbs in basic sentences

Applying Vocabulary: Using Adjectives

Preparation for Writing

-Outlining

-The Detailed Outline
	-lecture

-discussion

-practice exercises

-writing Assignment
	Practice exercises (A1)

Assignment (A 2)

	3
	Introduction to Opinion paragraph:

-Analyzing the Model

-Organization:

The Topic Sentence 

Supporting Sentences: Main Points

Supporting Details: Example

The Concluding Sentence

-facts and opinions

	-lecture

-discussion

-practice exercises


	Practice exercises (A1)



	4
	Opinion paragraph (cont)

 -types of evidence possibly used for opinion paragraph.

-Topic choice for Opinion paragraph, outline making
	-lecture

-discussion

-practice exercises


	Practice exercises (A1)



	5
	Opinion paragraph (cont)

-Grammar for writing

- paraphrase techniques 

-Preparation for Writing: outlining
	-lecture

-discussion

-practice exercises

-writing Assignment


	Practice exercises (A1)

Assignment (A 2)

	6
	Introduction to Compare and contrast paragraph:

Analyzing the Model 

Noticing Vocabulary: Antonyms

Organization

-Topic Sentences in Comparison / Contrast Paragraphs

-Supporting Sentences in Comparison / Contrast Paragraphs

-Concluding Sentences in  Comparison / Contrast Paragraphs
	-lecture

-discussion

-practice exercises
	Practice exercises (A1)



	7
	Compare & Contrast paragraph (cont):

Sentence Structure

-Analyzing the Model

-Transition Signals for Comparison

-Transition Signals for Contrast

Applying Vocabulary: Using Antonyms
Midterm-test orientation
	-lecture

-discussion

-practice exercises


	Practice exercises (A1)



	8
	Midterm-Test 
	
	Mid-term test (A 3)

	9
	-instructor’s feedback on mid-term test 

-compare and contrast paragrpah (cont): confirmation of the topic choice, outline


	-lecture

-discussion

-practice exercises

-writing Assignment
	Practice exercises (A1)

Assignment (A 2)

	10
	- Introduction to Problem & Solution paragraph:

Analyzing the Model 

Topic Sentences in problem solution Paragraphs

Supporting Sentences in problem solution Paragraphs

Concluding Sentences in  problem solution Paragraphs

	-lecture

-discussion

-practice exercises
	Practice exercises (A1)



	11
	Problem & Solution paragraph types:

-Writing about problems

-Writing about solutions
	-lecture

-discussion

-practice exercises

-writing
	Practice exercises (A1)

Assignment (A 2)

	12
	-Topic choice for writing practice outline

-grammar for writing

-Final Test Orientation
	-lecture

-discussion

-practice exercises


	Practice exercises (A1)




Note: this is a tentative syllabus of Paragraph and composition 1 course. Everything is subjective to change.

VIII. Instructor details

- Full name: Nguyen Dien Khuong
- Faculty/Department: Faculty of International Relations

- Contact details: 
	HEAD OF DEPARMENT

	
	
	Ho Chi Minh City, 23rd March 2020

 DEAN OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS



