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COURSE SYLLABUS
I. Course information
Course title: CRITICAL READING
Course code: QTE159.1
Course credits: 1
Course prerequisites: Basic Reading Comprehension Skills

II. Course overview
     Reading is fundamental to academic success. This course aims to help first-year students develop   reading skills needed to comprehend and analyse college-level reading materials. Students will learn to develop critical reading strategies through various methods of text analysis.

III. Course goals
This course aims to develop students’ critical reading abilities through three main goals:
 
	Goals
	Goal Description/ Learning outcomes

	G1 – Advanced vocabulary development
	Develop a wide range of vocabulary that enables reading of college-level materials

	
	

	G2 – Comprehension improvement
	Enhance ability to read ‘’between the lines’’ using multiple critical reading strategies: previewing, inference, argument evaluation

	
	

	G3 – Extensive reading
	Build capability to read and analyse a full-length work in English of intermediate level of difficulty 

	
	



IV. Assessment scheme

	Assessment
	Learning outcomes
	Weightings

	A1. Participation
	G1 + G2
	10%

	A2. Mid-term test
	G1 + G2
	30%

	A3. Final exam
	G1 + G2
	30%

	A4. Reading project
	G1 + G3
	30%


Passing grade: 5/10
    Mid-term test & Final exam
	Duration: 45 – 60 minutes
	Format: multiple-choice questions on vocabulary and comprehension skills
    Reading project 
· Each student is required to read ONE book of at least 100 pages. 
· You need to follow the Hints for success in extensive reading. By week 3 of the course, students must register their book to the lecturer.
· When you finish reading a book, complete a Book Response Form (pp. 24). 
· Then share your thoughts and reactions to each book with your classmates and teacher in the Book Presentation at the last session of the course.
	
V. Course policies on learning and assessment
· Students are required to be on time and remain until the conclusion of class. 
· Students who arrive late within 15 minutes will be marked as ‘late’ yet still allowed to join the class. Two times being late equals one absence.
· Students who are more than 15 minutes late will not be accepted into class.
· Students who need to leave early should inform the instructor before class. Leaving early without permission also counts as absence for the day.
· Attendance: Students who are absent more than two times without legitimate excuses will be disqualified from taking the final exam. 
· Students should notify the instructor of their absence at least one day before class, unless their absence is due to an emergency. Written documents are required for their absence to be excused.
· One point will be deducted from your final grade for each absence from class.
· Participation: Bonus points will be awarded to students with a good record of class participation. 
· Students are not allowed to use laptops/mobile phones/tablet computers for any purposes not related to their study. Any violation will result in the students being required to leave the classroom and marked as absent.
· Disruptive behavior that affects classroom instructions and academic performance of both the instructor and other students include laughing and talking inappropriately in class. 
· You will receive a warning and a 1 point deduction from your final grade for your first violation. A second time violation will result in a deduction of 3 points from your grade. For your third time violation, you will be expelled from the classroom and the administrative staff will be accordingly notified so they can take your name off the class list.
· Students who are disrespectful to classmates or the instructor will be removed from class permanently.
· Cheating, academic dishonesty and plagiarism are NOT tolerated. Those students who violate these terms will be expelled from the course and receive “zero” for their final grade.

VI. Materials
Mikulecky, B. S., & Jeffries, L. (2007). Advanced Reading Power. Pearson Education.
Carter, Christine E. (2012). Mindscapes: Critical Reading Skills and Strategies. 2nd ed. Boston: Cengage Learning

Additional materials: 
Selected readings from Reading Advantage 4 and Read & Understand 
Reading Advantage 4: The Story of Numbers, The History of English, Gift-Giving Etiquette, Interview techniques, Review 11-15, Review 16-20
Read & Understand 2: Modern Celebrities

VII. Detailed course content

	SESSION
	CONTENT
	MATERIALS
	COURSE GOALS
	ASSESSMENT

	1
	Course introduction
Extensive Reading project: choosing a book

What is critical reading

	Advanced Reading Power (Part 1, pp.1-24)
Mindscapes
	G2 
G3
	A4 requirements explained

	2
	Vocabulary building: Strategies for Building a Powerful Vocabulary + Learning New Words from Your Reading 

Practice: The history of English p.17-21
	Advanced Reading Power, Part 2, pp. 25-35
Selected readings
	G1
	A1

	3
	Vocabulary Strategy: Understanding Figurative Language.
Practice: The Story of Numbers P. 5-8
	Mindscapes (chap. 4)
Selected readings
	G1
	A1

	4
	Vocabulary building (cont’d): Inferring meaning from context 
Practice: Interview techniques
	Advanced Reading Power pp.36-46
Selected readings
	G1
	A1

	5
	Comprehension: Previewing & Inferences


Practice: Gift-Giving Etiquette pp.43-46
	Advanced Reading Power, pp. 73-87
Selected readings
	G2
	A1

	6
	Comprehension: Understanding Implied and Explicit Main Ideas (Author's Purpose & Main Idea)
Practice: Modern Celebrities p.17-24

	Mindscapes (Chapter 3 + 4)
Selected readings
	G2
	A1


	7
	Review 11-15
Review lesson 16-20
	Selected readings
	G1 
G2
	Revision for A2

	8
	Extensive reading project:
Students are expected to catch up on their reading for the project and start first-draft writing of their reading review using the techniques learned in the course

First-draft to be submitted to instructor via email before session 9
	Advanced Reading Power
	G3
	A4


	9
	MID-TERM TEST
	
	
	A2

	10
	Critical reading: Evaluating arguments
	Mindscapes
 (Chapter 7)
	G2
	A1


	11
	Critical reading: Recognising biases
Mid-term test review
	Mindscapes 
(Chapter 8) 
	G2
	A1

	12
	Extensive reading presentation
Course revision
	Advanced Reading Power template
	
	A4
Revision for A3




VIII. [bookmark: _GoBack]Instructor details
- Full name: Tran Cam Thu
- Faculty/Deparment: Faculty of International Relations
- Contact details: camthu.tran@hcmussh.edu.vn


	      
HEAD OF DEPARMENT

	
	
	Ho Chi Minh City, 23rd March 2020
 DEAN OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS





Head
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