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Course Syllabus

READING IN GLOBAL ISSUES


GENERAL INFORMATION 
Course name: READING IN GLOBAL ISSUES
Course credit: 2 credits (Theory: 1 credit; Practice: 1 credit)
Level: Year 2



COURSE PREREQUISITES: Students are required to complete courses in Basic Reading Comprehension Skills, and Critical Reading prior to this course.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
· The course is designed to help sophomores develop reading skills in topics related to critical global issues and prepare them for the types of texts and reading assignments they are likely to encounter in advanced academic courses.

· The course is structured around topics and themes that have significant relevance to the students at the personal, professional and societal levels. To this end, the selected readings for the course represent a number of pressing global issues in critical aspects whose impact and consequences are felt locally and internationally. The readings are mostly drawn from academic books, journals and high-quality print and online newspapers.

COURSE MATERIALS
1. Mikulecky, B.S. & Jefferies, L. (2007). Advanced Reading Power. New York: Pearson Education, Inc.
2. Select readings in Global Issues, compiled by the Department from academic books, journals and high-quality print and online newspapers.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
	Goals
	Goals Descriptions / Learning outcomes
	How to achieve

	G1 – Vocabulary
	Develop a body of vocabulary and terms related to global issues
	I, U (*)

	G2 – Reading skills
	Understand and successfully apply essential skills in reading
	T, U

	G3 – Technical knowledge and Communication skills
	Understand the current pressing global issues, therefore, be able to discuss and debate about them
	T, U



	(*) I: Introducing; T: Teaching; U: Utilizing
COURSE ASSESSMENT
	Assessment
	Assessment tasks
	Learning outcomes
	Weightings

	A1 - Participation
	Individual assignments and group work
	G1, G2, G3
	30%

	A2 – Mid-term test
	Written test
	G1, G2
	

	A3 – Final Test
	Written test
	G1, G2
	70%



COURSE SCHEDULE (**)
	Week
	Date
	Content
	Notes

	1
	Session 1
	Part 2 – Chapter 2:
Learning new words from your reading
	

	
	Session 2
	Select Reading 1:
Brian Resnick, “Scientists warn we may need to live with social distancing for a year or more”
	Topic: Covid-19 Outbreak

	2
	Session 1
	Part 2 – Chapter 3:
Inferring Meaning from Context
	

	
	Session 2
	Select Reading 2:
Scott Moore, “How to Solve the Global Water Crisis”
	Topic: Water contamination and shortage

	3
	Session 1
	Part 3 – Chapter 1
Previewing
	

	
	Session 2
	Select Reading 3:
Veerabhadran Ramanathan et al., “Climate Extremes and Global Health”
	Topic: Global Warming And Climate Change

	4
	Session 1
	Part 3 – Chapter 2:
Making inferences
	

	
	Session 2
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Select Reading 4:
Jérôme Tubiana, “Europe's ‘Migrant Hunters’”
	Topic: Migration and Urban Population

	5
	Session 1
	Part 3 – Chapter 3:
Understanding Paragraphs
	

	
	Session 2
	Review
Mid-term test
	

	6
	Session 1
	Part 3 – Chapter 4:
Patterns of Organization
	

	
	Session 2
	Select Reading 5:
Robert Engelman, “Population and Sustainability”
	Topic: Sustainable Development

	7
	
	Final test
	



(**)This syllabus is subject to change due to the conditions of the class. The instructor reserves the rights to edit syllabus at any time needed. Modifications will be announced to class directly or via email prior to the application of those changes.
COURSE POLICIES

· Students are required to be on time and remain until the conclusion of class. 
· Students who arrive late within 15 minutes will be marked as ‘late’ yet still allowed to join the class. Two late’s equal one absence.
· Students who are more than 15 minutes late will not be accepted into class.
· Students who need to leave early should inform the instructor before class. Leaving early without permission also counts as absence for the day.
· Attendance:
· Students who are absent more than two times without legitimate excuses will be disqualified from taking the final exam. 
· Students should notify the instructor of their absence at least one day before class, unless their absence is due to an emergency. Written documents are required for their absence to be excused.

· Evaluation: Work group and homework assignments will be given every class session. These assignments will count for 30% of the mid-term grade.
· Behavior:
· Students are not allowed to use laptops/mobile phones/tablet computers for any purposes not related to their study. Any violation will result in the students being required to leave the classroom and marked as absent.
· Disruptive behavior that affects classroom instructions and academic performance of both the instructor and other students will be strictly dealt with, depending on the situation. 
· A warning and 10% will be deducted from the final grade for the first violation.
· A second time violation will result in a deduction of 30% from the grade.
· For the third time violation, the student will be expelled from the classroom and the administrative staff will be accordingly notified so the student’s name will be taken off the class list permanently.
· Cheating, academic dishonesty and plagiarism are NOT tolerated. Those students who violate these terms will be expelled from the course and receive “zero” for their final grade.
· [bookmark: page3]Channel of Communication: Email is the preferred channel of communication. However, in urgent cases, instructors can be contacted via phone.

	HCMC, 18 March 2020
	DEAN OF FACULTY
	HEAD OF DEPARMENT




	   SYLLABUS WRITER




Phạm Thị Hồng Ân, M.A.




2

image1.jpeg




