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COURSE SYLLABUS
I. Course title: ESSAY WRITING
II. Course code: QTE194
III. Course credits: 2
IV. Course prerequisites: 
Students are required to successfully complete the Paragraph and Composition Writing 2 module
V. Course overview
This course is designed to introduce you different types of essay with a focus on conventions of academic writing such as formatting, appropriate tone and style, and uses of sources. The course will equip students with skills to write a variety of essays namely example essay, comparison and contrast essay, classification essay. It also provides you an opportunity to develop writing skills necessary for college and beyond.
VI. Course contents

	Module
	Contents

	1
	Chapter 1: Introduction to the essay – writing a summary

	2
	Chapter 2: The three-paragraph opinion essay

	3
	Chapter 3: The comparison and contrast essay

	4
	Chapter 4: The five-paragraph essay

	5
	Chapter 5: The classification essay

	6
	Chapter 6: The cause-and-effect essay

	7
	Chapter 7: The argumentative essay


Assessment scheme






Updated 8 - 2020
Page 5

Assessment Criteria

Percent	

Note





     Midterm (A1)

30%	


     Final test (A3)	      70%




Passing grade: 5/10
Course policies on learning and assessment
1. The course will be conducted in different modes including lecturing, discussion, practice.



	

2. Attendance in all sessions is strongly recommended. Participants are required to give advance notice of their absence in case of illness or any other situations. However, they must attend at least 80% of the sessions in order to pass the course.

3. Participants are expected to be well prepared and take an active role in class discussions and work collaboratively with their peers.
4. Failure of the assignment will be imposed as a penalty for cheating and plagiarism.
5. For late submitted work, 10% of the component grades will be deducted per day.
VII. Readings:
1. Required readings
Cohen, R. F. & Miller, J. L. (2003). Reason to Write: Strategies for Success in Academic Writing. Oxford: OUP
VIII. Course goals
CG1: Student will learn to recognize different genres of writing through reading and analyzing different reading passages.
CG2: Student will learn how structures in different styles of writing work.
CG3: Student will improve their writing skills through practicing writing main parts of an essay.
CG4: Students will be able to apply knowledge from the reading material to write essays of different genres.
IX. Course Learning Outcomes:
	
	
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES (CLOS) 
BY THE END OF THIS COURSE, STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO
	Course goals
	Assessment methods

	
1. KNOWLEDGE
	1. 1.1 Fundamental knowledge of composition 
1.1.1 Identify and analyze different genres of writing
1.1.2 Describe, recognize structures of different genres of writing.
2. 
3. 1.2 Practical application 
I.2.1 Successfully demonstrate the understanding of different genres of writing.


	CG1





CG2


CG3
	Presentation A2




Teamwork A2
Presentation A2 (individual and pair)

	2. PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 
	2.1. Perception 
2.1.1. Be able to identify different genres of writing.
	
2.2  Production 
2.2.1. Able to write different types of composition. 



	CG3 




CG4 
	Tests A1, A3
Quizzes A2






Teamwork A2
Presentation A2 (individual and pair)

	3. TRANSFERABLE SKILLS AND ATTITUDES


	3.1 Use of ICT : apply ICT skills to effectively
3.1.1 find suitable genres of writing relevant to the syllabus.
3.2.1 practice finding collocation 

3.2 Autonomy 
3.2.1 develop an ability to work independently.
3.2.2 develop an ability to self-direct their learning.

3.3 Analytical, critical and creative thinking skills
3.3.1 critically analyze and judge the reliability and validity of different learning sources.
3.3.2 make evaluation of their peers’ and own performances.

3.3.3 demonstrate creatively in their performances  

3.4 Teamwork and communication 
3.4.1 foster an array of team working skills  
3.4.2 collaboratively learn with others in face-to-face communication 

3.5.  Positive attitudes towards learning reading comprehension
3.5.1. Foster a positive view towards making mistake, seeing it as a natural stage of learning a language 
	
3.5.2. Design and engage in a self-study program outside the classroom context. 

3.6.  Cultural awareness 
3.6.1. Show an awareness of the cultural and dialectal/national differences in the use of English.
3.6.2. Develop the understanding that the emphasis should be on the communicative purposes and learners should be not burdened to sound ‘native-like’. 
	CG1


















CG4
	Presentations A2







Quizzes A2










N/A


X. Detailed course contents

	Sessions
	Topics
	Teaching and learning activities
	Required readings
	Assessment tasks

	1
	Finding the main idea of a passage & Writing the summary of a passage

	Unit 1 – The pathway to freedom. Chapter III & IV
	
	A2

	2
	Finding the main idea of a passage & Writing the summary of a passage

	Unit 1 – The pathway to freedom. Chapter III & IV
	
	A2

	 3
	Writing introductions, thesis statements and conclusions
	
· Lecture
· Practice: individual and group work
	
	A2

	4
	Understanding graphs and statistics.
Comparing and contrasting data
	· Lecture
· Practice: individual and group work
	
	A2

	5
	Writing a 5-paragraph essay – explaining reasons
	· Lecture
· Practice: individual and group work
	
	A2

	6
	

Midterm test

Midterm test correction

	
	
	A2

	7
	The classification essay
	· Lecture
· Practice: writing and peer check
	
	A2

	8
	The cause-and-effect essay

	· Lecture
· Practice: writing and peer check
	
	A2

	9
	The argumentative essay
	· Lecture
· Practice: individual and group work
	
	A2

	10
	The comparison and contrast essay
	· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Lecture
· Practice: individual and group work
	
	
A2













	11





	The comparison and contrast essay
<cont’>
	· Lecture
· Practice: individual and group work
	
	
A2













	12
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	Final exam
	
	
	A3





* Note: The Schedule is subject to revision.
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