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THE COLLEGE OF SOCIAL SCIENCES & HUMANITIES
FACULTY OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Course Syllabus**
ADVANCED READING IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (IRs)

I. Course Information:
Credit point: 2
Section: 30 periods/6 weeks
Course Level: Third Year
Location:  Thu Duc Campus
Class Meets: M-W 7:00 - 11:20 AM

II. Course Instructors:
Mr Doan Ngoc Anh Khoa – doanngocanhkhoa@hcmussh.edu.vn
Miss Le Ngoc Khanh Ngan – lnkhanhngan@hcmussh.edu.vn

III. Course Description: 
This course re-introduces about international relations (IRs) and how to read academic essays and journals effectively. We will explore key theories, concepts, and approaches to many enduring questions in the field, and why they matter. The course is organised according to major themes. We will cover approaches to the issues under analysis from the perspective of different topics under international relations, focusing especially on the international actors and systems at the heart of the discipline. After each unit, students will come out with a better grasp of current IR debates, as well as with an overall understanding of some of the approaches to these issues from the subfields of National Interests, International Political Economy and Globalization, International Development, Wellbeing and Politics, and Foreign Policies.

IV. Requirements 
Come to class prepared: Do all the assigned readings before class. This is important in order for you to be able to follow the lectures, which will build on (rather than just review) the readings, and for participation in your conferences. 
Attend class and take notes: The lectures will go far beyond the materials, so you will need to absorb and retain the lecture contents in order to succeed. 
Check the email regularly: I will post announcements and other key features of the course. I will remind you about this in class, but it is your responsibility to keep up with any and all online aspects of the course. 
Keep up with the news: One of the most useful things about political science is that it helps us to understand current events. You’ll get much more out of this class if you read the news regularly. Good news sources include CBC, Globe and Mail, New York Times, BBC World, the Nation, the Financial Times, Al-Jazeera, the Washington Post, the Economist, Foreign Policy, among others.

Course Requirements:
The final grade will be determined as follows:
Midterm                                                                                                                           30%
· Class Participation and Group Presentations 	 				       10%                                                                                               
· In Class Midterm Exam            						       20%                                                                                        
Final Exam (To be scheduled by University during the final exam period)                    70%

Description of Grade Components:
Class Participation and Group Presentation (10%): Your participation in discussions and group presentation is therefore required and expected. Both quantity and quality of participation and presentation will be assessed. Please note that your absences to lectures will affect your participation grade. 
In-Class Midterm Exam (20%): We will hold a midterm exam covering the lectures and readings from weeks 1 through 3. 
Final Exam* (70%)

Schedule of Lectures and Readings

	DATE
	CONTENT

	Week 1

	Introduction. Expectations, assignments, structure of the course. Intro to the subfields
What is IRs? How can you better understand the world by better understanding this particular “way of knowing”? 
Readings:
- Orwell, George. 1946. “Politics and the English Language”;
- Wallerstein, Immanuel. 1996. “Open the Social Sciences”;
- Tilly, Charles. 1985. “War Making and State Making as Organized Crime”.

***Group Presentations Assigned ***

	Week 2
	Nations and Nations-States. Impacts of Coronavirus. Race and Class
Readings:
- Packer, George. 2020. “We Are Living in a Failed State.” The Atlantic;
- Crenshaw, Kimberle. 1991.  “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and Violence against Women of Color.” Stanford Law Review 43, no. 6: 1241-1245, 1251-1258, 1265-1269, 1275-1278, 1296-1299;
- Hooks, Bell. Feminism is for everybody: Passionate Politics. Introduction and Chapter 1 (Pp. xi to 6).


	Week 3

	Economic, Cultural, and Political Globalization. Globalization and the State. International Political Economy
Readings:
- Rodrik, Dani. 2000. “How Far Will International Economic Integration Go?” Journal of Economic Perspectives 14, no.1: 177-186;
- Pel, Krzystof. 2018. “The Free Trade Malaise” Literary Review of Canada;
- Weyl, Glen and Rajiv Sethi. 2020. “Mobilizing the Political Economy for COVID-19.” Edmond J. Safra Center for Ethics, pp. 4-17.


	Week 4
	MIDTERM EXAM 
International Development
Readings:
- Ferraro, Vincent. 2008. “Dependency Theory: An Introduction.” in Giorgio Secondi (ed.), The Development Economics Reader, 58-64;
- Chan, K.W. and Li Zhang. 1999. “Hukou System and Rural-Urban Migration in China: Processes and Changes.” The China Quarterly 160: 818-855.


	Week 5

	Well-being and Politics
Readings:
- Austin, Annie. 2015. “On Well-Being and Public Policy: Are We Capable of Questioning the Hegemony of Happiness?” Social Indicators Research 127, Issue 1: 123-138;
- van der Rijt, Jan-Willem. 2015. “The Political Turn Towards Happiness.” in J.H. Søraker et al (eds.), Well-Being in Contemporary Society, 215-32;
- Bache, Ian et al. 2015. “Wellbeing as a wicked problem: navigating the arguments for the role of government.” Journal of Happiness Studies: 893-912.

	Week 6
	Foreign Policy in Developed and Developing States
Readings:
- Jones, David M. and Michael L. R. Smith. 2007. “Making Process, Not Progress: ASEAN and the Evolving East Asian Order.” International Security 32, no. 1: 154-161; 182-184;
- Schimmelfennig, Frank. 2005. “Multilateralism in Post-Cold War NATO: Functional Form, Identity-Driven Cooperation.” Paper for AUEB International Conference, pp. 2-3, 8-17;
- Murithi, Tim. 2012. “Between Reactive and Proactive Interventionism: the African Union Peace and Security Council's Engagement in the Horn of Africa.” African Journal on Conflict Resolution 12, no. 2: 88-91, 105-109.


*Final Exam to be scheduled by the University during the exam period *
**This syllabus is subjected to change due to the real conditions of the class. The instructors reserves the rights to edit syllabus at any time needed. Modifications will be announced to class directly or via email prior to the application of those changes**
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