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COURSE SYLLABUS

I. Course title: RESEARCH WRITING
II. Course code: QTE207
III. Course credits: 1
IV. Course prerequisites: 
Students are required to successfully complete the Paragraph and Composition Writing 2 module
V. Course overview:
This course is an upper-intermediate course in writing. Students learn how think critically to build and organize ideas in the essay, and to successfully write different types of essay.
VI. Course contents

	Module
	Contents

	1
	
Unit 1: Exploring the essays

	2
	Unit 2: Narrative essays

	3
	Unit 3: Comparison essays
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Assessment Criteria

Percent	

Note








     Midterm (A1)

30%	

     Final test (A3)	      70%












Passing grade: 5/10

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Course policies on learning and assessment
1. The course will be conducted in different modes including lecturing, discussion, practice.
2. Attendance in all sessions is strongly recommended. Participants are required to give advance notice of their absence in case of illness or any other situations. However, they must attend at least 80% of the sessions in order to pass the course.

3. Participants are expected to be well prepared and take an active role in class discussions and work collaboratively with their peers.
4. Failure of the assignment will be imposed as a penalty for cheating and plagiarism.
5. For late submitted work, 10% of the component grades will be deducted per day.
VII. Readings:
Required readings
Folse, Keith S. et al. (2014). Great Writing 4 – Great Essays. Boston: Cengage Learning.
VIII. Course goals
CG1: Student will improve vocabulary through strategies for acquiring, analyzing, and retaining words.
CG2: Student will learn structures of an essay through analysis of structures in authentic essay samples.
CG3: Student will improve critical thinking skills through evaluation of essay samples.
CG4: Student will be able to write narrative and comparison essays.

IX. Course Learning Outcomes:
	
	
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES (CLOS) 
BY THE END OF THIS COURSE, STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO
	Course goals
	Assessment methods

	
1. KNOWLEDGE
	1. 1.1 Fundamental knowledge of Reading Comprehension 
1.1.1 Identify and analyze structures of an essay
1.1.2 Improve vocabulary and expressions used for narrative and comparison essays
2. 
3. 1.2 Practical application 
I.2.1 Successfully demonstrate the understanding of structure of an essay


	CG2





CG1


CG2
	Presentation A2




Teamwork A2
Presentation A2 (individual and pair)

	2. PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 
	2.1. Perception 
2.1.1. Be able to identify the differences between a narrative essay and a comparison essay.
	
2.2  Production 
2.2.1. Able to orally discuss different issues raised in essay writing. 

2.2.2. Able to correctly write the narrative and comparison essays

	CG4




CG3


CG4
	Tests A1, A3
Quizzes A2






Teamwork A2
Presentation A2 (individual and pair)

	3. TRANSFERABLE SKILLS AND ATTITUDES


	3.1 Use of ICT : apply ICT skills to effectively
3.1.1 find suitable essay samples relevant to the syllabus
 

3.2 Autonomy 
3.2.1 develop an ability to work independently.
3.2.2 develop an ability to self-direct their learning.

3.3 Analytical, critical and creative thinking skills
3.3.1 critically analyze and judge the reliability and validity of different learning sources.
3.3.2 make evaluation of their peers’ and own performances 

3.3.3 demonstrate creatively in their performances  

3.4 Teamwork and communication 
3.4.1 foster an array of team working skills  
3.4.2 collaboratively learn with others in face-to-face communication 

3.5.  Positive attitudes towards learning reading comprehension
3.5.1. Foster a positive view towards making mistake, seeing it as a natural stage of learning a language 
	
3.5.2. Design and engage in a self-study program outside the classroom context. 

3.6.  Cultural awareness 
3.6.1. Show an awareness of the cultural and dialectal/national differences in the use of English.
3.6.2. Develop the understanding that the emphasis should be on the communicative purposes and learners should be not burdened to sound ‘native-like’. 
	CG1


















CG4 / CG5
	Presentations A2







Quizzes A2










N/A



X. Detailed Course Contents

	Sessions
	Topics
	Writing skills and strategies
	Required reading
	Assessment tasks

	1
	Exploring the essays
	What is an Essay? Identifying structures of essayes
· Example Essays 
	Unit 1: Exploring The Essays (pp. 4-21)

	A2

	2
	Exploring the essays (Cont.)
	· Writing the Introduction
· Writing the Body
· Writing the Conclusion
	Unit 1: Exploring The Essay (cont.) (pp. 22-34)

	A2

	3
	Practice
	Unit 1: Exploring The Essay (practice)
· Group work: Choosing a topic, discussing the outline (after getting the topic approved by the teacher)
· Individual writing (in-class activity)*
· Group writing (homework assignment)
	Topic: International Relations related
	A2

	4
	Homework correction
	Correction of individual and group writing
	
	A2

	5
	Avoiding plagiarism
	Further Practice on Citation and Plagiarism (material prepared by the teacher)
	Citation and Plagiarism (pp. 181-182)

	A2

	6
	The narrative essay
	What is a Narrative Essay? Identifying structure of the narrative essay.
Grammar in context  Review
· Example Narrative Essays
	Unit 2: Narrative Essays (pp. 40-55)

	A2

	7
	Narrative essay practice
	Unit 2: Narrative Essays (practice)
· Group work: Choosing a topic, discussing the outline (after getting the topic approved by the teacher)
· Individual writing (in-class activity)
· Group writing (homework assignment)
	Developing a narrative essay (pp. 55-63)

	A2

	8
	
	Midterm Test
	
	A1

	9
	The comparison essay
	What is a Comparison Essay?
Review of grammar in context
· Example Comparison Essays
· Developing a Comparison Essay
	Unit 3: Comparison Essays (pp. 66-80)

	A2

	10
	The comparison essay (practice)
	Unit 3: Comparison Essays (practice)
· Group work: Choosing a topic, discussing the outline (after getting the topic approved by the teacher)
· Individual writing (in-class activity)
· Group writing (homework assignment)
	Developing Ideas for Writing (pp. 80-87)

	A2

	11
	Homework correction
	Correction of individual and group writing
	
	A2

	12
	Review
	Review and Further Practice
	
	

	
	FINAL TEST
	
	
	A1



* Individual writing: each student is to write only one body paragraph on the assigned topic. This is to help refine each student’s personal writing skills. Teachers can limit the number of individual writing pieces in each class session to correct and score.

NB: The Schedule is subject to revision.
Revision date: April 19, 2020			Department of English
Reviser								Head
TRUONG DOAN MAN, M.A
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