INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

	
Instructors: Hoang Cam Thanh, M.A. (hoangthanhfir@hcmussh.edu.vn)
Location: 
Time: 
Course Name: Introduction to International Relations (Introduction to International Relations)
Credit Point Value: 03
Language: English/English – Vietnamese/Vietnamese
Level: Year 3 
Course Code: QTE053

I. Course overview
The aim of this course is to equip students with fundamental knowledge of International Relations, including (1) basic concepts (actors, anarchy and system, interests and power); (2) major theories and critical framework (Realism, Liberalism, Constructivism, Radical theories, levels of analysis), (3) conventional & unconventional debates of war and peace, cooperation and integration, international law and international political economy. 
Over the classes, students are expected to build up their team-working skills, critical thinking skills as well as the ability to address global issues analytically via attending lectures, seminars, discussions, simulations, at the same time completing exercises and homework.
At the end of the course, students are expected to have a comprehensive understanding of basic principles and concepts of International Relations, as well as the analytical ability to examine the global political system.
II. Learning Outcomes:
Knowledge
· understand, discuss and explain basic concepts of international relations; major theoriesand critical framework and attempt using them to analyze international issues in the international system (LO1)
Skill
· discuss the role of national power and diplomacy in international relations; (LO2)
· improve their transferable skills, including but not restricted to reading, data/ information collecting and processing, team-working, writing, presentation, and critical thinking. (LO3)
Attitude
· Pay attention to the international affairs and issues (LO4)
· Accept the differences of the world (LO5)

III. Course Policies:
Specifically students must:
1. Attend classes regularly
2. Complete all assigned readings before the lecture.
3. Engage actively with the course’s ideas and readings to apply this course’s concepts to
debates about contemporary international affairs.
IV. Assessment scheme
There will be two mid-term examinations during the course, and a final exam at the end of the course. One midterm will be a take-home exam.Te other will be an in-class examination. The final will take place at the time and date to be announced by the Faculty.
Class participation: 10%
Mid-term Test (A1): 20%
Take-home Midterm (A2): 20%
Final Test (A3): 50%
V. Readings:
World Politics: Trend and Transformation, Charles W. Kegley Jr and Shannon Blanton, 13th edition, Boston: Cengage Learning, 2011.
Other required materials will be shared on Google Drive.
VI. Course contents
All schedules in this syllabus are tentative and subject to change

	Session
	Topic
	Readings
	Learning Outcomes

	Session 1 
	Introduction to International
Relations: Perceptions, Levels of
Analysis and Actors
	Chapter 1 (Interpreting World
Politics) (p. 4 – pp. 28)
	LO1

	Session 2 
	Realism 
	Chapters 2 (pp. 29-61)
	LO1

	Session 3 
	Liberalism / Idealism 
	Chapters 2 (pp. 29-61)
	LO1

	Session 4 
	Constructivism 
Take-home Midterm
	Chapters 2 (pp. 29-61)
	LO1
A2 – LO2

	Session 5 
	Non-state actors + 
	Chapter 5 (pp. 136–187)
	LO2

	Session 6 
	Midterm
	
	A1 – LO2

	Session 7 
	Negotiated Conflict Resolution and
International Law
	Chapter 10 (pp. 342-373)
	LO3

	Session 8 
	International Political Economy
	Balaam, David N. & Michael Vaseth, “What is International Political Economy?” (http://nghiencuuquocte.net/2013/05/16/5-kinh-te-chinh-tri-quoc-te-la-gi/ )
	LO3

	Session 9 
	Identity Politics

	Huntington, Samuel, “The Clash of Civilization?” Foreign Affairs, No.72 (Summer), 22-49. http://nghiencuuquocte.org/2013/09/08/54-clash-of-civilizations/ National Intelligence Council, Global Trends 2030: Alternative Worlds, December 2012.
https://globaltrends2030.files.wordpress.com/2012/11/global-trends-2030-november2012.pdf


	LO3
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