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I. Course overview
This course is designed to introduce you to the principles and methods as applied in the discipline of international relations. This course will give you an understanding of the research language, ethics, approaches, and the literature review process. Students will begin to have an overview through a combination of theoretical discussion and hands-on practical experience.
II. Learning Outcomes:
Knowledge
After completing the course, students will be able to :
· Ask (themselves) or raise questions about international relations issues and problems. Questioning is the way to arouse students’ curiosity about the around world, and awaken their interests in researching in international relations discipline. (LO1)
·  Identify the components of a research in international relations discipline. (LO2)
·  Represent a research proposal including the choice of topic, the formuation of question and hypothesis, and the decision of research methods. (LO3)

Skill
	With the weekly exercises, student would be provided the following skills: 
· Select the information/sources (select – chọn lựa) (LO4)
· Analyze the information (analyze – phân tích) (LO5)
Attidute
When finishing the course, students :
· Read, understand, discuss the research process of academic materials in international relations discipline (Read – hiểu được vấn đề) (LO6)
· (Begin to) write an academic paper. (Write – viết) (LO7)

III. Course Policies:
Specifically students must:
1. Attend classes regularly
2. Complete all assigned readings before the lecture.
3. Engage actively with the course’s ideas and readings to apply this course’s concepts to design a research proposal.
IV. Assessment scheme
Mid-term grade (30%): the average of three assignments (1) (2) (3)
Final grade (70%): the assignment (4) and the final paper (5)
V. Readings:
Nicholas Walliman, Research Methods The Basics, London and New York: Routledge, 2011
VI. Course contents
All schedules in this syllabus are tentative and subject to change

	Session
	Topic
	Assigned Readings
	Assignments
	Learning Outcomes

	01
	Introduction
1. What is the research/research methods?
2. Why are research methods important?
3. What is the research process?

	Marsh & Furlong (2002) “A Skin, not A Sweater: Ontology and Epistemology in Political Science.” In Theory and Methods in Political Science, edited by Marsh & Stocker. New York, Pallgrave Mc Millan.

	
	LO 1-2

	02
	Research Process
1. How can we define the research topic?
Research Question and Argument
1. What is a research question and hypothesis?
2. How can we justify the research question, and form the hypothesis?
	Walliam (2011), “Research Basics” & “Research Theory”

	Students choose a research topic, and title it as instructed in class.

Students carefully frame the research question, and form one hypothesis concerning the chosen topic.
According to Bui Van Nam Son, what are difficulties in choosing a research topic? What are your own difficulties? What are your solutions? (1)

	LO 1-2
LO 4








	03

	Class discussion on the research topic, questions, and hypotheses
Literature Review
1. What is the literature review?
2. How to compile a bibliography? How to write a literature review?
3. How to form a theoretical framework?

	Walliam (2011), “Structuring the research project”

	Students write an annotated literature review on the chosen topic.


	



LO 1-2
LO 4-5


	04

	The Nature of Data

	Walliam (2011), “The nature of data”
William (2011), “Collecting and analysing secondary data”

	Interview practice: Students will form a group of 3 persons to conduct an interview on a given topic. (3)
	





LO 4-5




	05

	Historical Research Methods in IR discipline
How can we employ historical research method in IR discipline?
Comparative Method
What is Mill’s methods?
	William (2011), “Collecting primary data”

	Class discussion:
What and how were primary and secondary sources used in the research of Dana Sachs?
How was the comparative method used in the reading written in the book, The Global Future: A Brief Introduction to World Politics.
	


LO 1-2
LO 4-5


	06

	Quantitative Research Methods

	William (2011), “Quantitative data analysis”

	Students will practice in line with the instructions of the teacher in class.
	

	07

	Quanlitative date analysis
	William (2011), “Quanlitative data analysis”

	Students prepare a research design paper (4)
Students compare two papers in terms of the choice of topic, the arguments, evidence and data, style and tone, and the academic components.

	LO 1-2
LO 4-5

	08

	Research Ethics
What are ethical issues/dillemas in research?

	
Walliam (2011), “Research ethics”

	
	LO 6-7

	09
	Research Proposal

	William (2011), “Writing the proposal and writing up the research”

	Students will present their research proposals.
Students submit their final paper in the last day (5)
	LO 3-6-7




