VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY – HO CHI MINH CITY
UNIVERSITY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES & HUMANITIES
FACULTY OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
COURSE OUTLINE

1. Course name: EU & VIETNAM – EU RELATIONS
2. Course Code: 
3. No. of Credits: 02 (45 periods)
· Lecture: 15 periods
· Discussion & presentation: 30 periods
4. Class days and time:
5. Faculty: Bui Hai Dang, Ph.D
Cell: 0906986465, email: haidang2508@gmail.com; haidangbui@hcmussh.edu.vn  
6. Instructional languages: English
7. Course specifications: 
· Course Level: 3rd and 4th year students
· Compulsory for political-diplomatic majored students
· Selective for other majored students
8. Course Aims:
· To provide students with knowledge about the EU in term of its history, institutions and international affairs. 
· To improve students’ study and research, other relevant skills
9. Learning Outcomes
One completion of the course, the student is expected to be able to do the following in line with expected graduates from Faculty of international relations attribute:
· [To become critical and creative thinker] To be able to recognize, analyze and synthesize the concepts, theories of regional integration from the case of the EU for their practical applications. To be able to compare and contrast regionalism in other regions with the one in Europe.
· [To become articulate, influential, inspiring and effective communicators and doers] to be able to identify, share and practice with one’s full ability, essentials needs to be a pioneers, leaders through week presentations and discussions.
· [To become reflective learners for life] To be able to come up with personal ideas, thoughts and reflections which are applicable to their own lives through team-work practices with weekly assignments   
10. Brief Course Description
This course is an exploration of regionalism in Europe within the case of the European Union through exploring its history from ideas, institutions and international affairs. 
11. Student’s Assignments
· Students are required to do weekly integration papers (assignments) and take turn (in group) to give presentation in class. 
· Students are expected to do final papers individually or in group (maximum: 3 members).  
12. Texts and Supporting Materials
· Every meeting, students will be provided with readings one week in advance. Provided readings are compulsory materials which can be accessed online (http://www.cvce.eu/enarchives.)
· Other references:
1. John Pinder (2011), The European Union: a very short introduction. Oxford University Press.
2. Pham Quang Minh, Bui Hai Dang, Tran Bach Hieu (2009), Images and the Perceptions of the EU in Vietnam: Media, Elite and Public Opinions Perspectives, trong Natalia Chaban, Martin Holand & Peter Ryan (2009), The EU through the eyes of Asia - Volume II: New cases, New findings, The World Scientific Publisher.

13. Assessment (Summary of Assessment and Assessment Details)
· (a) Class attendance and active participation: 		10% 
· (b) Individual and team presentation if assigned topics: 	20%
· (c) Weekly integration papers:					20%
· (d) Final paper:							50%
Notes: (a) + (c) counted for Midterm mark; (b) + (d) counted for Final Mark
14. Content Summary
Part I: History of the European Union
1.1 Pioneering Phrase (1945-1949)
1.2 Period of Communities’ formation (1950-1956)
1.3 Success & Crises (1957-1968)
1.4 Crises and Revival of EEC (1969-1979)
1.5 Development and Enlargement (1980-1986)
1.6 The European Union (1987-1997)
1.7 Unifying Europe (1997-2009)
Part II. EU’s Institutions
2.1 Establishment and Development
2.2 European Institutions
· European Parliament; the Councils (Council of European Union, European Council of Ministers); European Commission. 
· Court of Justice; Court of Auditors; European Social and Economic Committee. 
· Committee of the Regions; European Investment Bank; European Central Bank; Budget of the EU.
2.3 Council of Europe
2.4 Western European Union
2.5 Organization for security and co-operation in Europe
Part III. The European Union in the world affairs
3.1 Vietnam – EU relations
3.2 EU - US relations 
3.3 EU – China relations
3.4 EU – Russia relations

15. Learning Plan:
Week 1
Discussion of the syllabus (topics, requirements, outputs, course policy, grading).
Introduction to the course
Week 2
Topic: Introduction to The European Union and contemporary issues in Europe
Learning activities: lecture and discussions
Readings: 
Week 3
Topic: Pioneering phrase: 1945-1949 & communities’ formation: 1950 – 1956
Learning activities:
· Presentation: Group 1: 1945-1949 & Group 2: 1950-1056
· Discussion & lecture
Readings: Chapter 1 & 2 (Part I)
Week 4
Topic: Success and Crises: 1957-1968 & Crises and Revival of EEC: 1969-1979
Learning activities
· Presentation: Group 3:1957-1968 & Group 4: 1969-1979
· Discussion & lecture
Reading: Chapter 3 & 4 (Part I)
Week 5: 
Topic: Development and enlargement: 1980-1986 & European Union: 1987-1997
Learning activities
· Presentation: Group 5: 1980-1986 & Group 6: 1987-1997
· Discussion, Lecture
Readings: Chapter 5 and 6 (Part I)
Week 6: 
Topic: Unifying Europe: 1998-2007
Learning activities:
· Presentation: Group 7: Agenda of the year 2000 & prospective: 2000-2006, European Committee’s crises; Economic and monetary union; Nice Treaty.
Group 8: European enlargements, Common Constitution for the EU
· Discussion, lecture
Reading: Chapter 7 & 8 (Part I) 
Week 7: 
Topic: Introduction to the EU’s institutions: Formation and development
Learning activities:
· Presentation: Group 9: The development process of the EU & member countries and candidate countries.
Group 10: Institutions of the EU
· Discussion, lecture
Readings: Chapter 9 & 10 (Part II)
Week 8: 
Topic: European Parliament, Council & European Commission
Learning activities:
· Presentation: Group 11: European Parliament & the Council of Ministers
Group 12: European Commission
· Discussion, lecture
Readings: Chapter 11 & 12 (Part II)
Week 9: 
Topic: Other institutions (Economic and social Committee; Committee of the Regions, European Investment Bank, European Central Bank, Court of Justice, Court of Auditors)
Learning activities
· Presentation: Group 13: Committee of the Regions, European Investment Bank, European Central Bank
Group 14: Court of Justice, Court of Auditors
· Discussion, lecture 
Readings: Chapter 13 & 14 (Part II)
Week 10: 
Topic: Vietnam – EU relations & EU – China relations
Learning activities
· Presentation: Group 15: Vietnam – EU relations
Group 16: EU – China relations
· Discussion, lecture
Readings: Chapter 15 & 16 (Part III)
Week 11: 
Topic: EU – US relations & EU – Russia relations
Learning activities:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Presentation: Group 17: EU – US relations
Group 18: EU- Russia relations
· Discussion, lecture
Readings: Chapter 17 & 18 (Part III)
Week 12: 
Topic: Discussion & final paper instructions 
Learning activities:
· Discussions
Readings:
 
· Note: The learning plan can be changed due to unexpected reasons.
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