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1. Abstract
	The Hainan Chinese community in Southern Vietnam is one of the five ethnic groups of Chinese people who migrated to Vietnam from China where Southern Chinese dialects prevails. The peculiar feature of this Chinese community is that their migration to Vietnam were made in different periods and were not containted within the great migration led by Generals Duong Ngan Dich, Tran Thuong Xuyen at the end of the 17th century. The Hainan Chinese community is small in number and weak in power, standing in the fourth/ the fifth position among all the Chinese communities in Vietnam. However, it is not entirely accurate with this statement since there are some localities where the Hainan Chinese has grown and developed in all aspects of life and extended their influence on other Chinese communities. Therefore, the Hainan Chinese community has unique cultural features, most clearly expressed through community beliefs.
	To learn about the community beliefs of the Hainan Chinese people in the Southern region of Vietnam is to better understand the process of showing their efforts, of compromising and of shaping community beliefs in the most appropriate perspective, thereby identifying the characteristics and cultural values of this Chinese community in days gone-by and currently. With this connection, the readers understand more about the preservation of traditional culture, connections, and acculturation in the folk beliefs of the Hainan Chinese with other Chinese communities currently living in Vietnam.
	The doctoral thesis displays some important contents, including Overview of the Hainan Chinese community in Vietnam, the Systemization of community beliefs and thence identifying the functions, characteristics, current situation, and causes of changes in the community beliefs of the Hainan Chinese people. At the same time, it helps the readers understand of traditional cultural values which have created a consistent mindset, a solid "cultural stronghold" so that the Hainan Chinese people can preserve their cultural identity but still be able to "open their hearts" to experience cultural exchanges and international integration.
2. Research results 
2.1. The scientific significance
	The doctoral thesis adds more scientific evidence, bridging the gaps that have been left over in scientific research on human migration, on ethnicity study of the Chinese in the past; systemizating of community beliefs, clarifying ethnicity characteristics, cohabitation, cohesion, community development and comparing their cultural acculturation process in the Central region with Southern Vietnam. The doctoral thesis helps the readers see the movement and expansion of folk beliefs of the Hainan Chinese people further to countries around the world. The doctoral thesis results can also be seen a part of the reference material for the studying of Chinese people in Vietnam.
2.2. The practical significance: 
	Studying about the community beliefs of Hainan Chinese people contributes great significance to the management policies of the state, culture, diplomacy, economy... about ethnicities. It is possible therefore to "measure" the trend of transformation, looking forwards to the roots of the Chinese communities in general in Vietnam. The doctoral thesis not only summarizes the overview of the Hainan Chinese people that has not been done before, complementing more comprehensively the picture of studying Chinese folk beliefs, but also can be used as a reference material in schools and universities for learning Vietnamese culture and Chinese culture.
3. Applications/applicability in practice or some open issues that need further research
	With the settlement alongside Vietnam's coastline, together with the linkaging with the ancient fatherland and overseas, the Hainan Chinese's role is increasingly affirmed. Moreover, they have actively contributed a lot to the struggle against foreign invaders (French colonialism), building and developing the country. As a ''guest'' community from the first arrival into a new land, up to now they have become an ethnic community in Vietnam and their development as we know today needs more time and effort to study. Additionally, research on the Hainan Chinese will open up some key issues in studying about the acculturation of Vietnam - China, presenting more appropriate policies, other types of folk beliefs... in order to preserve, promote and brighten the colorful picture of Vietnamese culture.
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