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1.  Dissertation abstract
The General Offensive and Uprising of the Southern armed forces and people in 1968 marked a decisive turning point in the Vietnamese people's resistance war against the United States for national salvation. This event took place when the U.S. and the Republic of Vietnam (RVN) government were confident in an imminent "victory" due to their powerful military forces and continuous support from the U.S. However, during the Lunar New Year of 1968, the Southern armed forces and people launched a series of surprise attacks on key cities and strategic bases of the U.S. and RVN across Southern Vietnam. This large-scale offensive not only disrupted the initiative of the U.S. and RVN’s strategic initiatives but also plunged them into unprecedented chaos.
In response to the sudden attacks, the U.S. and RVN military forces urgently deployed had to urgently deploy emergency measures to protect critical positions and maintain their battle formations. However, the unexpected scale and tactics of the General Offensive rendered their responses fragmented and ineffective. The dissertation titled "The U.S. and Republic of Vietnam’s Response to the General Offensive and Uprising of the Southern Armed Forces and People in the Year of the Monkey, 1968" focuses on analyzing the military, political, and diplomatic reactions of the U.S. and RVN before, during, and after the General Offensive and Uprising of 1968. Based on these responses, the dissertation identifies key characteristics, and consequences, and provides an objective and comprehensive assessment of the offensive’s impact on the U.S. war strategy in Vietnam.
2. Dissertation originality
(1) The dissertation presents a comprehensive and systematic study of the U.S. and RVN’s response to the General Offensive and Uprising of 1968. (2) It compiles and systematizes numerous sources, including newly uncovered archival materials from U.S. and RVN central agencies preserved at the National Archives Center II. These materials provide readers with a more accurate and objective perspective, highlighting the difficulties and confusion faced by the U.S. and RVN in handling the offensive. (3) The dissertation details the developments and outcomes of the U.S. and RVN's military, political, and diplomatic responses to the General Offensive and Uprising of 1968. (4) It offers well-founded assessments of the U.S. and RVN’s reactions, outlining the characteristics and consequences of their responses to the 1968 General Offensive and Uprising. (5) Based on scientific evaluations, the dissertation presents new insights into the reactions of U.S. and RVN leaders to the General Offensive and Uprising, specifically:
· First, in response to the unexpected offensive, the U.S. and RVN not only implemented military countermeasures but also quickly adjusted their political and diplomatic strategies to stabilize the situation.
· Second, their reaction evolved over time, initially characterized by confusion and passivity, but gradually shifting toward a more proactive stance, ultimately mobilizing all available resources to counter the offensive.
· Third, the U.S. and RVN's responses revealed the profound and comprehensive impact of the 1968 General Offensive, forcing them to significantly adjust their military strategies.
· Fourth, their reaction also exposed inherent difficulties and unresolved contradictions in their war strategy, affirming the inevitability of their failure in the Vietnam War.
3. Dissertation practicality 
(1) The dissertation contributes additional documents and sources on the U.S. and RVN’s response to the 1968 General Offensive and Uprising. (2) It serves as a valuable reference for scholars, educators, and those interested in studying and teaching history, particularly regarding the Vietnamese people's resistance war against the U.S. for national salvation.
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